


The value of nutrition in combating disease-causing stress 
that newly received feeder cattle must overcome has been
reinforced by several recent research studies.

ANTIOXIDANTS AND FEEDLOT STRESS

Researchers at Texas A&M and West Texas A&M have 
presented a good case that shipping and receiving stress
causes a loss of antioxidant vitamins E and A. These 
antioxidants have been shown to be an important component
of a healthy immune system in humans.

The studies shipped commingled southeastern feeders 1,300
miles to a west-Texas feedlot. One group was subjected to 
a simulated dusty environment by being housed inside a 
dust-filled tent after arrival. Regular blood tests showed that
shipping stress reduced the level of vitamin E to almost 
one-fourth the level tested before shipping. The dust-stressed
calves also showed lower levels.

Lead A&M researcher Norbert Chirase also found that as 
vitamin A and vitamin E levels in the blood fall, fever in the
calves can be expected to rise. This suggests the diminishing
level of antioxidants may be connected to an increase in 
respiratory disease, the number-one killer of feedlot calves.

Beating Disease -Causing Stress Through
Supplemental Nutrition

THE AFFECTS OF ADDITIONAL VITAMIN E

If you provide newly-received calves with additional vitamin
E in their diets, what effect will it have on their performance?
That was the question researchers at New Mexico State and
Texas Tech took on. They provided newly-received calves
with up to 1,140 units of vitamin E per day. They found 
that the additional vitamin E increased the level of humoral
antibodies that calves produced against an experimental 
inoculation. Cattle receiving the highest level of vitamin 
E also had a statistically significant lower level of repulls 
for treatment. The additional vitamin E did not make a 
significant difference in final feedlot performance, and 
there was no significant difference in disease level based 
on supplementation.

The vitamin E research echoed the A&M research findings
that feedlot stressors interfere with uptake or utilization of
vitamin E. Therefore, additional vitamin E might help light,
stressed calves recover from respiratory disease.

Source: Journal of Animal Science, April, 2002.

A Nutritional Boost to Fight Stress
Beef calves, growing cattle and mature breeding cattle can be adversely affected by
the nutritional stress associated with weaning, shipping, grouping and breeding.
CRYSTALYX® Brigade® Stress Fighting Formula is a free-choice supplement that is
fortified with electrolytes and high levels of vitamins, trace minerals and macro 
minerals to overcome stress. Brigade® is:

• A highly concentrated, free-choice source of electrolytes and antioxidant 
vitamins A and E, to help support the animal’s immune system.

• A well-fortified supplement providing conventional trace minerals and 
organic forms of copper, zinc, manganese, cobalt and iodine.

• An ideal, highly palatable source of additional receiving nutrition for calves 
on a low plane of feed intake, as well as calves from unknown origin, 
previous nutrition program or management.

To ask for your FREE 20-page CRYSTALYX® FactBook or have a representative 
contact you with the name and location of your nearest CRYSTALYX® dealer, 
call 1-800-727-2502, or visit our website at www.crystalyx.com.

Source: Proceedings of the
American Society of
Animal Science Southern
Section meeting, February,
2002; Proceedings of the
American Society of
Animal Science annual
meeting, January, 2000.
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Adam Cattle Company of Kaplan, Louisiana, is a renown registered Brahman
operation in southern Louisiana. They specialize in breeding and selling
Brahman seed stock to other registered breeders and show prospects to 
junior exhibitors. Their expertise and commitment to quality includes their
choice of supplements — CRYSTALYX®.

“What is exciting about CRYSTALYX® is that it’s the most accepted free-choice
livestock supplement on the market,” Russell Adam says. “There’s a good 
reason why we’re sold on it, it works.”

Adam Cattle Company feeds ROLYX™ Max in the spring and summer months
for mineral supplementation and around-the-clock fly control. They feed 
BGF-30™ during the winter feeding months.

The controlled, uniform consumption, along with being weather resistant is 
a real plus for Adam, given the sometimes difficult weather in southern
Louisiana. Those CRYSTALYX® attributes were brought home to Adam when
another company tried to get his company to switch to their supplement.

“We had a feed company give us their brand of tubs at no cost to try to 
get our business,” Adam says. “The cows would not touch the product. 
And the harsh weather conditions in south Louisiana were not kind to the
product either.”

Adam Cattle Company is sold on CRYSTALYX® … because it works.

Louisiana Cattleman Says Supplementation Choice is Easy – 

For more grazing management information visit www.beefgraze.com.

CRYSTALYX®: An Integral Part of Feeding
and Grazing Management

Robert (Bob) Pischel, Jr. and his son Rob run nearly 100 head of Simmental

cows in northeast Nebraska. 

CRYSTALYX® Brand Supplements are an integral part of their feeding 

program. They’ve been using CRYSTALYX® for over six years and have 

seen improvements in reproductive efficiency and grazing management 

during that time.

The 2002 grazing season was especially challenging for Nebraska producers,

with drought being the major concern. The Pischels saw the added value of

CRYSTALYX® in maintaining an efficient breeding season and keeping cows in

good body condition. Supplementation with CRYSTALYX® during the 2002

drought and breeding season helped maintain cow condition, which proved

beneficial during the 2003 breeding season.

“CRYSTALYX® WORKS.”

Rob Pischel also has firsthand experi-
ence with the benefits of CRYSTALYX®

as a pasture management tool.

“We have river pastures that are hilly
and have only one water source, near
the bottoms and edges of pastures,”
Rob says. “We put CRYSTALYX®

barrels at the top of the pasture, 
and have been able to get the cattle to
travel to the far edges and get 
to more grass. This helped extend our
grazing days when the grazing wasn’t
very good.”

Robert (Bob) Pischel, Jr.
and Rob Pischel 

Russell Adam
Adam Cattle Company



www.crystalyx.com

You can learn more about CRYSTALYX® Brand

Supplements at www.crystalyx.com. You’ll find

detailed product information, testimonials from 

producers, our Livestock Sale Calendar, and have 

access to our Crystal Clear Economyx™ financial analysis

software program. Plus you can order your FREE 

20-page CRYSTALYX® FactBook.

For detailed information and research on the 

effectiveness of CRYSTALYX® as a grazing 

management tool, and a public lands grazing 

solution, check out www.beefgraze.com.

Find Out More About 
CRYSTALYX® On the Web

How a Penny Spent Can Be a Dollar 
Earned with CRYSTALYX®

Details Inside.

Plus Two $5.00 Coupons
good toward your next purchase of CRYSTALYX®

FIND OUT


