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“CRYSTALYX® is a Successful Program That Pays”
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INTRODUCING HI-MAG TASCO®-LYXTM

Tasco® and CRYSTALYX® Combine
to Improve Forage Digestibility and Utilization

Fescue Facts
• Endophyte fungus produces alkaloids that actually help protect the 

tall fescue plant, but can be harmful and even toxic to livestock.
• Yearling weight gains are reduced by .10 ADG for every 10% 

increase in endophyte infection level.
• Alkaloid toxicities interfere with heat regulation and impair blood 

flow to the extremities in cattle.
• Most problems are observed under heat stress in summer months.

A Fescue Solution that is Right for You
FESCUE-LYX®: Fortified specifically for fescue forages, with added protein.

HI-MAG FESCUE-LYX®: Contains added magnesium.

HI-MAG TASCO®-LYXTM: A protein/magnesium supplement with Tasco.®

TASCO® 35-CP: A 35% protein supplement with Tasco.®

FESCUE-PHOS®: A mineral supplement with Tasco.®

ROLYX® FESCUE-MAG: Formulated with Rabon® for fly control.

Contains:
Crude Protein-NPN % 20-8 20-8 25-12 35-21 NG 12
Magnesium % 2.0 4.4 3.0 0.3 5.0 4.4
Tasco® X X X

Applications:
Low-Quality Forages X X X X
Mineral X X
Tetany Conditions X X X X
Fly Control X

Use during:
Summer X X X
Fall X X X X X X
Winter X X X X X
Spring X X X X

Ray Starling was
reading an issue
of Beef Today a
few years ago
when he saw
an ad for
CRYSTALYX®  that
referred to helping stressed calves. It
seemed like the kind of tool Ray needed
for his stocker cattle operation near
Bluefield, West Virginia, so he bought
some Brigade® Stress Fighting Formula
barrels from his local CRYSTALYX®

supplier. “I reduced my medical costs
by 50% on that first group of calves
and I was a believer from there on,”
said Ray.

In the 2005 grazing season Ray
incorporated CRYSTALYX®

IONO-LYX® B300 with Bovatec® into
his summer stocker program. Halfway
through the grazing season the
difference in performance of the cattle
was clear. Ray compared the results
with IONO-LYX® B300 against another
group of cattle consuming loose mineral
with Bovatec.® You can see the results
in the following summary.

“I have no complaints with the product
in three years, and that makes my life
easier,” Ray said. “CRYSTALYX® is a
successful program that pays, even
when cheaper programs are available.
I would recommend CRYSTALYX®

supplements over all others. CRYSTALYX®

does what it’s supposed to, what it says
it will do.”
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CRYSTALYX® Fescue Product Selection Guide

How can an ingredient harvested from the North Atlantic Ocean
benefit cattle producers? Tasco® is a seaweed meal harvested and
dried off the Atlantic Coast and research has shown it can increase
low-quality forage utilization in beef cattle. Further research shows
that Tasco® can help cattle deal with heat stress, especially when
consuming endophyte-infected fescue forages.

Now Tasco® is available in a new CRYSTALYX® product. “HI-MAG
TASCO®-LYXTM is ideal for fescue forages, especially when supplemental
magnesium is needed as tetany conditions persist,”said
Dan Dhuyvetter, Marketing and Product Development Manager for
Ridley Block Operations. “The added protein makes it ideal for winter
tetany conditions that often happen when forage potassium levels are
high and can interfere with magnesium utilization.”

Benefits for Cattle on Fescue Forages
Research at Virginia Tech, Texas Tech, Mississippi State University
and the University of Missouri has shown that Tasco® can lower body
temperatures of heat-stressed animals. Producers who included Tasco®

in their supplement program noticed cattle spending dramatically
less time standing in ponds and more time grazing, as well as an
improvement in hair coats.

In addition to heat
stress advantages,
research conducted
at North Dakota
State University,
Virginia Tech and
the University of
Missouri shows
Tasco® significantly
improves fiber and organic matter digestibility.

When producers supplement with HI-MAG TASCO®-LYX,TM they
can be confident that their herd will be receiving the supplements
needed to optimize performance. The palatability of CRYSTALYX®

helps ensure uniform
consumption across the entire
herd. Plus they’ll experience
labor, fuel and equipment
savings because the
CRYSTALYX® barrels only
need to be replaced roughly
once every other week.

55%

50%

45%

40%

35%

30%
Contrasts: No Block vs. Block, P = 0.07
Tasco® Block vs. Control Block, P = 0.02

No Block

Control Block

A. Oryzae Bolus

A. Oryzae Block

Tasco® Block

NDSU Organic Matter Digestibility Study

46.3 47.0 48.5 48.3 51.6

Total Tract Digestibility

University research shows that Tasco® can lower body temperatures in heat-stressed animals.

Group 1 Group 2
Mineral with Bovatec® IONO-LYX® B300

Gain

Beginning Weight 517 517

Ending Weight 816 855

Pounds of Gain 299 338

Days on Pasture 160 160

Average Daily Gain 1.87 2.11

Supplement Cost

Supplement Usage 2,285 lbs 3,500 lbs

Intake/Animal/Day 0.20 lbs 0.44 lbs

Supplement Cost $674.08 $1,292.00

Salt Cost/Day NA $0.01

Cost/Animal $9.63 $25.84

Cost/Animal/Day $0.06 $0.17

Economics

Cattle Sale Price @ $1.00/lb $815.80 $854.80

Cost of Supplement/Head $9.63 $25.84

Net $806.17 $828.96

CRYSTALYX® Advantage/Head $22.79

It’s Not the Cost — It’s the Return!

Ray Starling IONO-LYX® B300 Demonstration
Two groups of multi-breed stocker cattle:

Group 1: 70 head offered free choice mineral with Bovatec®

Group 2: 50 head offered CRYSTALYX® IONO-LYX® B300 and free-choice salt
The demonstration started April 12, 2005 and ended October 1, 2005.

Tasco® is a registered trademark of Acadian Agritech Inc.

CRYSTALYX® FESCUE-PHOS® is a great mineral supplement choice as you
transition to summer fescue pasture when additional protein is not needed.
A key time to provide optimal mineral and vitamin nutrition is one month
before the start of, and continuing through the breeding season. Access to
FESCUE-PHOS® through the summer months can help reduce heat stress
and result in improved cow and calf performance.

CRYSTALYX® OFFERS FESCUE-PHOS,®
A MINERAL SUPPLEMENT WITH TASCO®.
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INTRODUCING HI-MAG TASCO®-LYXTM

Tasco® and CRYSTALYX® Combine
to Improve Forage Digestibility and Utilization

Fescue Facts
• Endophyte fungus produces alkaloids that actually help protect the 

tall fescue plant, but can be harmful and even toxic to livestock.
• Yearling weight gains are reduced by .10 ADG for every 10% 

increase in endophyte infection level.
• Alkaloid toxicities interfere with heat regulation and impair blood 

flow to the extremities in cattle.
• Most problems are observed under heat stress in summer months.

A Fescue Solution that is Right for You
FESCUE-LYX®: Fortified specifically for fescue forages, with added protein.

HI-MAG FESCUE-LYX®: Contains added magnesium.

HI-MAG TASCO®-LYXTM: A protein/magnesium supplement with Tasco.®

TASCO® 35-CP: A 35% protein supplement with Tasco.®

FESCUE-PHOS®: A mineral supplement with Tasco.®

ROLYX® FESCUE-MAG: Formulated with Rabon® for fly control.

Contains:
Crude Protein-NPN % 20-8 20-8 25-12 35-21 NG 12
Magnesium % 2.0 4.4 3.0 0.3 5.0 4.4
Tasco® X X X

Applications:
Low-Quality Forages X X X X
Mineral X X
Tetany Conditions X X X X
Fly Control X

Use during:
Summer X X X
Fall X X X X X X
Winter X X X X X
Spring X X X X

Ray Starling was
reading an issue
of Beef Today a
few years ago
when he saw
an ad for
CRYSTALYX®  that
referred to helping stressed calves. It
seemed like the kind of tool Ray needed
for his stocker cattle operation near
Bluefield, West Virginia, so he bought
some Brigade® Stress Fighting Formula
barrels from his local CRYSTALYX®

supplier. “I reduced my medical costs
by 50% on that first group of calves
and I was a believer from there on,”
said Ray.

In the 2005 grazing season Ray
incorporated CRYSTALYX®

IONO-LYX® B300 with Bovatec® into
his summer stocker program. Halfway
through the grazing season the
difference in performance of the cattle
was clear. Ray compared the results
with IONO-LYX® B300 against another
group of cattle consuming loose mineral
with Bovatec.® You can see the results
in the following summary.

“I have no complaints with the product
in three years, and that makes my life
easier,” Ray said. “CRYSTALYX® is a
successful program that pays, even
when cheaper programs are available.
I would recommend CRYSTALYX®

supplements over all others. CRYSTALYX®

does what it’s supposed to, what it says
it will do.”
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CRYSTALYX® Fescue Product Selection Guide

How can an ingredient harvested from the North Atlantic Ocean
benefit cattle producers? Tasco® is a seaweed meal harvested and
dried off the Atlantic Coast and research has shown it can increase
low-quality forage utilization in beef cattle. Further research shows
that Tasco® can help cattle deal with heat stress, especially when
consuming endophyte-infected fescue forages.

Now Tasco® is available in a new CRYSTALYX® product. “HI-MAG
TASCO®-LYXTM is ideal for fescue forages, especially when supplemental
magnesium is needed as tetany conditions persist,”said
Dan Dhuyvetter, Marketing and Product Development Manager for
Ridley Block Operations. “The added protein makes it ideal for winter
tetany conditions that often happen when forage potassium levels are
high and can interfere with magnesium utilization.”

Benefits for Cattle on Fescue Forages
Research at Virginia Tech, Texas Tech, Mississippi State University
and the University of Missouri has shown that Tasco® can lower body
temperatures of heat-stressed animals. Producers who included Tasco®

in their supplement program noticed cattle spending dramatically
less time standing in ponds and more time grazing, as well as an
improvement in hair coats.

In addition to heat
stress advantages,
research conducted
at North Dakota
State University,
Virginia Tech and
the University of
Missouri shows
Tasco® significantly
improves fiber and organic matter digestibility.

When producers supplement with HI-MAG TASCO®-LYX,TM they
can be confident that their herd will be receiving the supplements
needed to optimize performance. The palatability of CRYSTALYX®

helps ensure uniform
consumption across the entire
herd. Plus they’ll experience
labor, fuel and equipment
savings because the
CRYSTALYX® barrels only
need to be replaced roughly
once every other week.

55%
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40%

35%

30%
Contrasts: No Block vs. Block, P = 0.07
Tasco® Block vs. Control Block, P = 0.02

No Block

Control Block

A. Oryzae Bolus

A. Oryzae Block

Tasco® Block

NDSU Organic Matter Digestibility Study

46.3 47.0 48.5 48.3 51.6

Total Tract Digestibility

University research shows that Tasco® can lower body temperatures in heat-stressed animals.

Group 1 Group 2
Mineral with Bovatec® IONO-LYX® B300

Gain

Beginning Weight 517 517

Ending Weight 816 855

Pounds of Gain 299 338

Days on Pasture 160 160

Average Daily Gain 1.87 2.11

Supplement Cost

Supplement Usage 2,285 lbs 3,500 lbs

Intake/Animal/Day 0.20 lbs 0.44 lbs

Supplement Cost $674.08 $1,292.00

Salt Cost/Day NA $0.01

Cost/Animal $9.63 $25.84

Cost/Animal/Day $0.06 $0.17

Economics

Cattle Sale Price @ $1.00/lb $815.80 $854.80

Cost of Supplement/Head $9.63 $25.84

Net $806.17 $828.96

CRYSTALYX® Advantage/Head $22.79

It’s Not the Cost — It’s the Return!

Ray Starling IONO-LYX® B300 Demonstration
Two groups of multi-breed stocker cattle:

Group 1: 70 head offered free choice mineral with Bovatec®

Group 2: 50 head offered CRYSTALYX® IONO-LYX® B300 and free-choice salt
The demonstration started April 12, 2005 and ended October 1, 2005.

Tasco® is a registered trademark of Acadian Agritech Inc.

CRYSTALYX® FESCUE-PHOS® is a great mineral supplement choice as you
transition to summer fescue pasture when additional protein is not needed.
A key time to provide optimal mineral and vitamin nutrition is one month
before the start of, and continuing through the breeding season. Access to
FESCUE-PHOS® through the summer months can help reduce heat stress
and result in improved cow and calf performance.

CRYSTALYX® OFFERS FESCUE-PHOS,®
A MINERAL SUPPLEMENT WITH TASCO®.




