A regular series on cost-effective supplementation strategies,
sponsored by CRYSTALYX® Brand Supplements. Results By the Barrel.™

Drought-management feeding strategies

anaging around the continuing
M drought in the West calls for a

fine balance between spending
money on supplemental feed and
starving a living out of your cows and
calves. Try these suggestions:

* Supplement effectively. Key to holding
the line on costs during drought
supplementation is your ability to
extract all usable energy from the grazing
that remains:

- Provide a protein supplement like
CRYSTALYX® low-moisture blocks to
improve the digestibility of low-quality
forage and increase the amount of
critical energy cows can extract from
it. Supplement a blend of ruminally
degradable protein and bypass protein
that will both maximize rumen
microbial fermentation efficiencies for
digesting low-quality forages and
improve protein status of the cow.
Conserving protein tissues are
important because they are the
metabolically active tissues and organs
of your reproductive cowherd. Cows
in this stage of negative energy balance
will have major difficulty producing
healthy calves, milking sufficiently and
rebreeding on time.

- Provide the same levels of trace
minerals as during normal seasons,
with particular attention to sufficient
phosphorus consumption.

- Supplement Vitamin A, which can
be deficient in forages harvested
during and after drought.

- Position low-moisture blocks in
strategic locations to help draw cattle
away from traditional loafing areas
and into areas that may be under-
utilized. Research shows they can be a
more powerful draw than even water.

¢ Use a supplement that controls
consumption physically, rather than by
using salt. Salt only increases cattles’
requirements for clean, fresh water that
usually is compromised and restricted
during periods of drought. Physical
consumption control using low
moisture blocks permits you to
continue to take advantage of free-
choice supplementation without
further increasing the cost of labor and
fence-walking in anticipation of
scheduled deliveries.

¢ If you're already feeding forages, limit
grazing. Pulling animals off drought-
stressed range permits grass to rebound
if, and when moisture returns.

* Cull conservatively, if possible. Preg
check early and ship non-producers
first. Unless you're scaling back the
operation, heavy culling into quality
breeding animals is the last resort. This
is where performance testing pays off in
prioritizing culling decisions.

* Wean early, especially for your fall
calving cows. Be mindful of the
management challenges: Early weaned
light-weight calves will be even more
vulnerable to the normal stresses of
weaning, drylot acclimation, environ-
mental challenges and processing.

Quick Summary

* Effective drought management requires
you to supplement effectively—to
extract the most usable nutrition from
the available forage supply.

To request your FREE 20-page CRYSTALYX®
FactBook or have a representative contact
you with the name and location of your
nearest dealer, call 1-800-727-2502, or
visit our web site at www.crystalyx.com

SUPPLEMENT STRATEGIES
IN ACTION

n southeastern Colorado, Bill Riggins’

fourth summer of drought has left
him long on country but short on grass.
His strategy to hold
things together includes
leaving CRYSTALYX®
low-moisture blocks out
for cows all summer.

“Some people might
think that was cost-
prohibitive,” says
Riggins, who has now
cut his cowherd by more than half.

“But you can' sell the roof off the house
and still expect to live in it. Our only
hope for maintaining these cows on
what little dry grass and oak brush
they’re left with is to give them some
supplement that helps get some good
out of it. ...

“Between the drought and cattle prices,
our deal hasn’t been real lucrative the last
couple years. But we have very few open
cows at fall pregnancy test. We have very
few problems at calving. If we do that

again this summer on what little grass

we've got, 'm going to feel pretty strongly
the blocks had something to do with it.”

RESULTS BY THE BARREL"
CRYSTALYX® Brand BGF-30"
Supplement helps stretch "
a drought-limited forage BGF-30
base, by providing:

* Balances both rumen-available and
bypass protein help to improve forage
utilization, extract more energy from
available forage and provide additional
protein that is directly available to

your cattle.

* CRYSTALYX® Brigade® Stress Fighting
Formula in the first 30

days of receiving provides

calves:

* A highly palatable supplement that
assists calves with starting on feed

* Electrolytes, to help ward-off dehydration
and maintain proper immune function
* High levels of key

vitamins and organic

trace minerals

* An early nutrient

boost to beat the

stresses of weaning



