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When bargain supplements are simply no bargain

winter supplementation costs,

producers are often advised
to compare supplements based
on cost per pound of protein.

That’s been pretty good advice.
Some detailed budget analysis

shows that if you stop there,

you could still lose money by
overspending on supplement
delivery. Focusing strictly on the
purchase price of supplements—
even on a pound-for-pound of
nutrient basis—means you're
neglecting as much as nearly half
the total cost to supplement,
depending on conditions and the
supplement form. Those costs
can include:

e Labor costs, including realistic
values for your own time.

« Truck cost per mile.

« Tractor and other equipment
needs.

* Wasted feed lost to wind
and weather both in storage
and during delivery.

» Overconsumption or under-
consumption, caused by irregular
delivery, poor intake control, or “boss
cow” syndrome.

« Disruption of efficient forage
use when animals stop grazing to
rush the supplement truck.

I n the fight to hold down

and del
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Don't believe the numbers? Run
analysis of your supplement choice
own total supplement costs, with t
Crystal Clear Economyx™ supple
lator available on-line. Crystal Clear E
is a free software program, courtes
makers of CRYSTALYX® Brand Sug
It can help you evaluate all of the diffi

cheap to
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labor, 34.5

* Interference with grazing distribution
when animals don't stray far from a loca-
tion of repeated supplement delivery.
“You put a hired person behind the

wheel, you figure out all the wear and

tear and depreciation—those are real

costs,” says Kansas State Animal

Science Professor Dale Blasi.“But

what’s harder to figure out is what

are the real savings [in cutting
down delivery frequency].” For the
cow/calf producer who’s checking
cows daily for calving progress,
for instance, those costs are
already “sunk”

Still, self-fed supplements that
ensure adequate nutrition indepen-
dent of the cow-checking schedule
offer other opportunities for
managing time and labor resources:
* At times of the season when

it's not critical to see cows daily.
* At times when labor is being

eaten up by other demands,

such as at calving or seasonal
cropping operation activities.

* For operations with low levels
of calf loss and calving difficulty,
which don’t demand constant
cow attention.

* For producers who want a depend-
able, self-fed supplement available if
they are unable to make a scheduled
daily check.

It's a cost/benefit analysis each oper-
ation ultimately has to conduct on its
own, Blasi acknowledges. That analysis
starts with thorough accounting of all
the costs going into calving management,
independent of supplement delivery.

To request your FREE 20-page CRYSTALYX®
FactBook or have a representative contact
you with the name and location
of your nearest dealer, call 1-800-727-2502,
or visit our Web site at www.crystalyx.com




